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I rejoiced that there was amongst us at least one
who had the courage of his convictions and who
had by choosing to abdicate told orthodox, con-
ventional, prudish Society what he really thought
of it. Looked at from that point of view, it was a
great day in the history of the conflict of genera-
tions, a day which the youth of the world should
celebrate. Ostensibly orthodoxy may have triumph-
ed, tradition upheld, and the constitution of England
saved, but the moral victory was for youth. It
was a triumph for the new generation, of which
EdwTard VIII, in spite of his kingly role, was the
symbol.
So that this struggle against orthodoxy was not
confined only to modern India.
But India presented other aspects of struggle.
There was the struggle of poverty against vested
interests, of untouchability against caste-prejudice,
and of the masses as a whole against the domination
of the British rule, against the dictatorship of self-
appointed leaders, against all those who wanted to
hold them back in the same low standard of living,
if life it can be called, as they were now. The
problem of India, therefore, as we saw it, was what
was to happen to all those millions and millions of
people who were the dark specks over India. Can
anyone tell ?
It is difficult at any time to forecast the destiny
of any nation or of a whole country. One great